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Ie SPECIAL TOPICS. 


4“ 


1. The Question of Increasing the Number of Members 
on the Council of the League of Nations. 





The League Council at present has ten Members. Four out of the 
seven great world Powers already occupy permanent places on it, namely 
France, Great Britain, Italy and Japan. The imminent entry of 
Germany will make a fifth, and raise the total membership to eleven. 
The remaining six seats are filled by States elected in rotation for 
a term of years. At this moment Belgium, Brazil, Czechoslovakia, 
Spain, Sweden and Uruguay are Council Members. 

Much public interest has been focussed on this Members' roll 
in the past ten days, and on the proport’ ons between permanent and 
temporary Members. On February 8th, "The Times" published an article 
and leader on a proposal to add Poland, Brazil and Spain to the 
Permanent Members at the same time when Germany takes her seat. The 
British press has since that time devoted much space to the subject, 
and the arguments against the enlargement of the Council have out- 
weighed those on the other side. There is in fact a striking 
unanimity in the papers of all parties in opposing the scheme. 

Various otjection are urged. Some critics are preoccupied with 
the dangers to the future efficiency of the League Council if its 
numbers are so swollen that its present rule of a vote by unanimity 
becomes unworkable. Then again it is pointed out that the admission 
of second-rank Powers to permanent membership makes it difficult or 
impossible in the future to exclude others. It would not be entirely 
fantastic to picture -in twenty years time a League Council composed 

of every State in the world with the possible exceptions of Liberia, 
Haiti, Costa-Rica and a few more of that calibre, This would stage 
a League Council meeting as a farce, and ring up the curtain ona 
tragedy. For in such a Council cliques and intrigues and inner 
circles would be inevitable. Tne respect and authority which the 
League is winning, and on which the world is relying more and more for 
keeving peace, would vanish at sight of such a spectacle. So say 
_ those who are against any increase of Permanent Members over and above 
| the reat Powers who were originaliy intended for the posta. 
There are other sections of British epinion who are troubled by 
the appearance that the Council is being packed against Germany by 
bringing two Latin States and one Slav, two of the Allied Powers and 
one neutral, into the Council at the same time that she herself is 
admitted. 

The German Government had a hard struggle to overcome the pre- 
judices of the German nation against the League. Germany eventually 
'appnlied for admission to the League and Council. It is asked whether 
' this is the Council that she believei herself to be entering when she 

signed and ratified the Treaties of Locarno? 

These are only a few of the reactions against the proposal which 
5 Seve found expression in this country since our last Bulletin was 
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issued. The counter-case, if there is one, has not yet been very 
prominently put. The Foreign Secretary refused as yet to cemnit 

our Government to any view when he was questioned in the House of 

Comnons on February lith. 

On March 8th, the League Council will meet in Geneva to ednit 
Germany to her permanent seat. At present the weight of public 
opinion here is being thrown into the scale of delay for further 
consideration of the proposal to admit the others. 


(Contributed. 3B.E.C.D.) 


2. The Progress of the French Finance Bill. 


More than six months ago M. Caillaux set out very plainly the 
budgetary position for 1926. Sincd then there have been a series 
of political crises and two changes of government all provoked by 
- the same problem. The Finance Committee and the Chamber have been 
dealing drearily and provokingly with M. Doumer's Bill since the 


French parliamentary sescion began on January 12th. 
The Bill before the Ghamber consisted in tke main of two parts, 


(a) providing for increases in a variety of different forms of 
indirect taxation, (b) consisting of prcposed reforms calculated to 
increase eventually the yield of direct texation. The former portion 
was opposed by the Left and the latter while having the support of the 
Left was violently criticized by the Right. This state of affairs 
succeeded in almost entirely clogging any active legislati ve measures 


within the Chamber. 
The character of the manoe uvresin thc Chamber is well illustrated 


by the amendment which on February 5th was incorporated in the Bill 
to the effect that full details of the private income and expenditure 
of Deputies should be published in the "Journal Officiel". 

On February 9th M. Briand announced to the Chamber that hs 
would allow four or five more days for the Bill to be passed on to 
the Senate. If that could not be managed the Budget could not be 
allowed to wait any longer. A Bill which would provde immediate 
revenue would have to be voted at once and sent up to the Senate by 
"special train". The Government was prepared to stake its reputation 
on the “special train". 

Undeterred by this speech the Chamber returned to its futile 
argument over, one of the clauses of the Bill concerning the conversion 
of bearer into inscribed bonds, so that holders might be more easily 
traceable for income-tax purposes. Ultimately on February lith the 
Finance Committee to which this question had been referred back 
decided to accept if. Doumer's offer which was a revival of lie Clém- 


entcl's old suggestion of the carnet de coupons - a sort of pass-book 
which must be prveduced to a Governmen nspectore 
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On February 13th, MN. Briand succeeded in inducing the Chamber 
to drop the discussion of the sections of the Finance Bill devoted 
to reforms of taxation and to confine itself to clauses which would 
obtain immediate revenue. He obtained a handsome majority thanks 
to the supnort of the majority of the Radicais and Socialist Repub- 
licans - who have parted company for the time being with the 
Socialists. 

For the next three days the Chamber occupied itscif witn tne 
discussion of increases in the emisting indirect taxation which 
would be effective as seon as they were passed. These taxes would 
not completely balance the Budget, and M. Doumer on February 13th 
declared that he proposed to make up the balance by asking the 
Chamber to pass a tax on sales similar to the one in force in 
Belgiwn, by which a tax is levied on all commercial exchanges 
except the final sale of the article to the public. : 

On February 14th, the Chamber suppressed increases in the 
duties on coffee, salt and alcohol which were estimated to produce 
together 185 million francs. On the following day the Chamber 
surpassed itself by rejecting the proposed increases in the prices of 
tobacco, which were to have provided 500 million francs additional 
revenue. ? 

Me. Briand warned the Chamber that if they would not vote the 
funds which the Governuent required he would go to the Senate and 
ask it to make good the damage. If when he came to the Chamber 
with the amended Bill, they again refused to listen to him, they ‘ 
would make it impossible for him to govern. The same day the 
Finance Committee rejected the amended tax on payments suggested 
by Me Downer. 

On February 16th at the meeting of the Chamber the est of the 
indirect taxes were with the consent of the Government cut out of 
the Pill as ‘weing too complicated to deal with in a hurry. In 
this way the famous "special train" was dispatched to the Senate 
and the Chamber adjourned for a week. Before the Billwas passed by 
258 votes to 145 M. Briand summed up the situation and said thet if 
the Bill was rejected he would resign. 

The mutilated Finance Bill - the "special trein" which has zone 
up to the Senate, is a very small one by which ¥. Doumer only gets 
1,600 million francs of additional revenue in place of the 8,800 he 
had hoped for. 

The Senate is not supposed to have the right to initiate 
financial legislation; its function is to reduce credits which it 
thinks excessive, or to send them back if it considers them insuffic- 
ient. Me Lamorewx on the 15th February ennunciated the principle 
that it would be within the rights of the Upper House to take up 
measures which the Chamber had rejected. An interesting constitu- 
tional point is raised hereby, but it is unlikely that much comment 
will be male vrofided that the Senate faces the financial situation 
in a more business-like manner than the Chamber. 
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II. WOTZS & NEWS. 





The Lit+le Entente Conference. 
The Little Entente Conference which opened at Temesvar on 
Fevruary 10th provided an interesting indication of the policy to 
be pursued by this important bloc on questions of func anental 
interest to Europe. The possibility of a Central European or a 
Balkan Pact, the attitude of the Little Entente towards the League 
of Nations, the Hungarian forgeries and the policy to be adopted 
towards Rus3ia all came up for discussion between the three Foreign 
Ministers, M. Duca (Rumania), Dr. Benesh (Czechoslovakia) and Dr. 
Nintchitch (Yugoslavia). Though marked by no sensational departure, 
the Conference was chiefly remarkable for the unanimity of opinion 
on the question of a Balkan Pact. Each Minister was definitely in 
favour of such a Pact; it was, however, realised that the questions 
now at issue between the Balkan States (notably between Yugoslavia : 
and Greece, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia) made the immediate launching of 1 | 
such a Pact impracticable. The relations of Hungary towards the 
Little Bntente were a further obstacle. It was felt that other 
guarantees were required from lier before such a Pact could be 
concluded: this view was particularly stressed by Yugoslavia. | 
With regerd to the Hungarian forgeries, the opinion was expressed 
t the Little Entente should follow the example of trance in the 
ter of instituting serious control over Hungarian policy. t | 
The news that Czechoslovakia had not yet recognised the Soviet 
Governzent created much satisfaction. It was felt that, while Russia ‘ 
remained outside the League, no serious steps towards disarmament 
couid te taken, particularly in the case of Rumania, who fears that 
her exposed position may atiract the attentions of her powerful 
neighbour. 
The application of Germany for me-bership of the League was con- 
sidered likely to raise the question of German minorities in the 
Little Entente States, and Dr. Benesh, in an unofficial interview, 
urged that an effort should be made to prevent this. 
The Conference is to mect again some time in May at Veldes, in 


Yugoslavia. 





tha 
mat 





Tre ItaloeGerman Crisis. 

“n February 6th, during the sitting of the Chamber of Deputies, 
Signor Farinacci - Secretary-General of the Fascist Party, resented 
an interpellatiosn which brought to a head the question of Italo-German 
relations. 

Signor Farinacci asked Signor Mussolini as Foreign “Minister what 1 
were the relations between Italy and Germany after the Italophobe 
Jeclaration on February 5tn of tne Bavarian Premier, Dr. Held. 

Signor Mussolini in his reply violently denied statements made 
about Italian tyranny in southern Tyrol, but also added that the 
Italian nolicy in the Upper Adige would not be modified in any detail. 
'Signor tiuesolini concluded his speech by saying that "Fascist Itair 
could, if necessary, carry the Tricolor across the Brenner. She 


/could never lower it". 
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On February 10th Herr Streseinann replied in the neichstag to 
Signor ‘tussolini in ae restrained and dignified speech. On the 
other hand, the German Foreign Minister administered a sharp rebuke 

to Dr. Held for the latter's unwarranted incursion into the foreign 
affairs of the Reichstag. 

Herr Stresemann declared that Germany made no claims with regard 
to the neople of South Tyrol and she respected its frontiers. He 
admitted that the Yerman press had published eggggerated reports of 
oppression of this people, but added that he did not have the control 
of the vress which was enjoyed and exercised in Rome. With rezerd 
to the threats of a German boycott of tours in Italy, Herr Stresemann 
said that these came from private and irresnonsible people, arid the 
German Government could not be answerable for them. 

On the larger questions involved, Herr Stresemann claimed that 
the German minority in Southern Tyrol must be allowed to preserve its 
"feelings for German civilization and for a community of German 
cultural feeling". 

Lerr Stresemann further mede an interesting disciosure on the 
German attitude at Locarno when he stated that Italy had apyroeched 
the German delegates to obtain securities for the Brenner frontier. 
Italy was referred to Austria as "Germany did not wish to interfere 
with Austria's right to self-determination or to make unsurmountable 
4ifficulties against future German union. In other words the Germans 
would do nothing to impede the Anschluss. 

Signor ifussolini replied to Herr Stresemann in the Italian Senate 
on February 10th by re-affirming his original statements. Furtiner 
he gave a categorical denial to Herr Stresemann's affirmation that at 
Locarno Italy had suggested a pact for the Brenner frontier. 

It was announced in Berlin on February llth that Herz Stresemann 
would make no further addition to the controversy with Signor Mussolini 
and that no further steps would be taken by the German Government. 


Sir Eric Drummond's Visit to Germany. 

Tne personal visit of Sir Eric Drummond, the League Secretary- 
General, to Berlin was much annreciated in Germany. The visit was 
one of courtesy to a State soon to become a member of the League. 
Thoygh of a purely non-nolitical nature, it proved of much practical 
imvortance, and during his three-days stay in Berlin (February 15th- 
17th) Sir Eric found occasion to correct many slight misunderstandings 
with regard to procedure at Geneva in the course of nis conversations 
with members of the Governzent. In addition to his many meetings 
with Herr Stresemann, the Foreign Minister, he held discussions with 
herr von Schubert, Permanent Secretary of the Foreign Office, Dr. 
Gaus, the legal expert, and iferr yon Bulow, head of the department 
dealing with League affairs. ‘he subject of these conversations 
was, first, the wrocedure to be adopted on the occasion of Germany's 
admission to the League at the Council meeting on March 8th, and 
second, Cermany's representation on the Leazue Secretariat. It was 
at first supvosed that an elaborate ceremonial would attend the 
admission of Germany to the League, but tunis proved to be incorrect 
and the formalities will be the same as those attending the entry of 
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any new Member; it is possible that the Chancellor, Herr Luther, 
nay accompany Herr Stresemann to Geneva, but this is not certain. 

The Secretary-General was anxious to hear the views of the 
German Government with regard to German representation on the Staff 
of the Secretariat; it appears certain that a German will be accorded 
the important nost of Deputy Secretary-General, and possible candidates 
for this position are already mentioned in the German press. It is 
thought that a number of new posts will also be made on the Secretariat 
a8 @ result of Germany's admission. 

As Sir Eric Drumnond's visit was strictly non-political, no 
reference was made to the proposal to increase the number of permanent 
seats on the Council, news of which had just transpired and created 
nore than a little bitterness. One can only hope that the visit of 
the League Secretary-General did much to disperse the fear that 
Germany might not receive the fair treatment at the hans of the 
League and its members which she expected when she applied for 


nembership. 


Iilt. GENERAL INTEREST. 








IE LGIUI. 
Feb. llth: The Belgian Chamber adopted by 115 votes to 6 the 
Agreement concluded at Washington on August 18th, 1925, for the 


renayment of the Belgian debt to America. 





3ULGARIA. 
Feb. 4th: The Sobranye voted the third reading of the Amnesty Bill, 


by which 6,325 persons will be freed. The Bill now becomes law. 
Feb. 7th: In answer to a letter appearing the the press ty Count 
Karolyi accusing Count Berthlen of slackness with regard to the 
forgeries case, the Prime ‘{finister issued a statement in which he 
accepts the challenge of his critics. 

Feb. 14th: The Government consented to a request from the Greek 
Government for a fortnight's delay in the payment of one half of 
the indemnity of £50,000 which Bulgaria is to receive for damage 
done by Greek troops at Petritch last October. The first half 


is being paid immediately. 








CHINA. 
Feb. l2th: A general advance of Wu Pei-fu's forces is feared, and 


the capture of Sinyang (120 niles north of Hankow) is thought to be 
the first evidence of this movement. The financial predicament of 


the Government is desverate. 
Feb. lith: Agents of Wu Pei-fu and Sun Chuan-fang visited Canton 








with the object of forming an alliance, failing which Wu Pei-fu may 
endeavour to surround and seize Canton as a base. 
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CHINA. 
Feb. llth: It was announced that Dre C.C. Wang, Dr. V.K. Ting 





and Dr. Eu Shih are to serve as the Chinese members on the Comnittee 
which is to consider the utilization of the Boxer Indemnity. 

Feb. 16th: A conference of delegates from the three iianchurian 
provinces met at Mukden to work out a new Manchurian constitution, 
at which it was declared that Chang Tso-lin should remain head of 


the Manchurian Government. 
Feb. 17th: Negotiations for the permanent settlement of the 
Chinese Bastern Railway dispute will shortly open in ifukden. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


Feb. 16th: At the opening of the Chamber of Deputies Dr. Benesh, 
Foreign Minister, made a statement on the Hungarian forgeries, 
explaining that Czechoslovakia reserved the right to demand inter- 
national guarantees to prevent a repetition of any similar 
occurence. 











FRANCE. 
Feb. 7th: The financial deadlock in the Chamber excites much 


sarcastic comnent in the French press. 
gobs 8th: Marshal Petain arrived in Peris from Madrid and reported 
to Me Briand on his visit there (made at the invitation of King 


Alfonso). 
Feb. 9th: HM. Briand, ina speech in the Chamber, intimated that 


unless the Finance Bill was sent up to the Senate within four or 
five days, the Government would insist on the immediate passage 

of legislation providing funds to balance the Budget. Should 
this be refused, the Governnent would resign.. 

Yeb. 12th: Me Briand induced the Chanber to turn its attention to 
those clauses of the Finance Bill which would produce immediate 
revenue, andto postpone discussion of the section dealing with tip 
reform of taxation. 

French and German representatives signed a provisional agree- 
ment according Customs facilities to certain products of their 
respective countries. discusse 
Boks. tSthe The Chamber /the "ence Bill proposals for increasing 

sting indirect taxes. M. Briand's "special train" Bill to pro- 
vide the minimun of revenue necessary to balance the Budget is in 
preparation. 

At a by-election to the Chamber, the Cartel des Gauches lost 
a seat to M. Tardieu, who obtained an absolute majority. 

Feb. 15th: The Chamber rejected the proposed additional taxes on 
tobacco, thus upsetting the Covernzent's plan for the Budget. Ia 
an angry speech, lf. Briand said he would appeal to the Senate to 
restore the vote, and if it was again rejected by the Chamber, he 
would be compelled to resign. 

Feb. 16th: iM. Briand's "special train" measure was passed in mutil- 


ated form by the Chamber. 
Febe 17th: At a meeting of the Finance Committee of the Senate 
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TRANCE 

Feb. 17th: attended by M. Briand and M. Doumer, i. Doumer asked 
that the Senate should restore the tanee rejected by the Chamber in 
the "special train" Bill and thus make good the deficit of 2,400 
million left by the Chamber's action. The franc fell to 154.30. 
Feb. 18th: The Finance Bill came before the Senate. Me Doumer 
resubmitted the taxation proposals rejected by the Chamber and asked 
the Senate's approval for taxation amounting to over 5,525,000,000 °<. 
Feb. 17th: Herr von Hoesch, German Ambassador in Paris, in an inter- 
view with li. Briand, sounded the views of the French Goverment with 
regard to the proposal to grant Poland a permanent seat on the 
League Council. The French Government definitely favours this 


suggestion. 








TRIANY » 
rep 5th: . . 
en Herr iteld, uavarian Premier, announced that he 
would vote against the entry of Germany to the League at the meeting 
of the Presidents and Premiers of the Federal States of Germany. 
Feb. 6th: At the meeting of the Presidents and Premiers of the Feder-1 
States, it was decided that should the Reich apply for entry into the 
League, every possible effort should be taken by the Federal States 
to strengthen Germany's position within the League. 
Feb. 8th} The vehemence of Signor Mussolini's sneech on Italo-German 
relations in the South Tyrol created astonishment in Germany, but 
press comnent is at present restrained. 
Feb. 8th} The Cabinet met to draw up a Note applying for membership of 
the League of Nations. Tne text of the Note was adopted. 
Feb. 9th{ In the Reichstag, Herr Stresemann repleed to Signor Mussc.. 
li 8 speech on Italo-German relations, adopting a reasonable tone. 
defending Germany's right to show interest in the fate of Gernans in 
South Tyrol. 
Feb. 10th: Eerr: Reinhold, tiie new Finence :;inister, introduced in the 
Reichstag the Budget for the financial year 1926. ne proposed 
reductions of taxation estimated at 550,000,000 marks (£27,5000, 000 } 
Feb. llth: Ratifications of the Soviet -German trade treaty concluded 
in Moscow on Cetober l2th, 1925, were exchanged in Berlin by Herr 
Stresemann, Foreign Minister, and Me. Krestinsky, Soviet Ambassador. 
Eerr Stresemann announce’ that the German Government would take 
no further steps in the controversy wth Sisnor Mussplini. 
Feb. 12th: The "Tagliche Rundschau" a paper known to reflect the vc, 
views of Eerr Stresemann, states that unless Germany is accorded a 
seat on the League Council, her application for membership will be 
withdrawn, and that any increase in the number of seats on the Council 
would be regarded as a breach of faith. | 
Feb. 14th: Extensive educational concessions are being made by the 
Prussian Government to the Danish minority in the frontier districts 
of Schleswig. 
Feb. 15th: Sir Egric Drummond arrived in berlin to discuss the tech- 
nical details connected with the entry of Germany into the Leaguc. 
Feb. 17th: Sir Erte Drwamond left Berlin for Geneva after a final 


























interview with Herr Strese:nann. The results of his visit are said to 
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GERMANY. 
pe satisfactory. 

Feb. 18th: The German Chancellor and Finance Minister met with a 
rebuff from the Budget Comnittee, before whom the Ministers had asked 


for the Budget to be left whole and intangible. 


| GREAT BRITAIN. | 
Feo. lotn: The treaty extending the mandate of Great Britain over 
aq i101 a further 25 years was passed by the House of Commons, tie 


Ir 
motion for ratification being carried by 265 votes to 116. 


HUNGARY. 
Web. 17th: <A statement was made by ons Schulze, an expert in the 


printing 9T bank-notes, to the Berlin police on the Hungarian forgeries 
which, he alleged, were intended to bring about a revolution in France. 





ITALY. 
Feb. 5th: The Anglo-Italian debt agreement was ratified by the Chamber 


by 221 votes to 2. 

Feb. 6th: Signor Mussolini made a statement in the Italian Chamber on 
South Tyrol and the accusations of Herr Held, the Bavarian Premier. 

He declared that the territory was geographically and historically 
Italian and that the Fascist Government would rigorxyously apply to it 
all their laws. 

Feb. 7th: In accordance with the Italo-Egyptian Agreement of December 
1925, Italian troops occupied the casis of Jarabub (Eastern Cyrenuica). 
There were no hostile demonstrations. 

Fob. 10th: Signor Mussolini in a Senate speech on Italo-German rela- 
tions, reaffirmed his original statements and declared that Italy would 
not tolerate interference from any quarter in regard to her treatment 
of German minorities. . 

Feb. lith: Feeling calmed down over the Italo-German dispute, and the 
incident is regarded as closed. 











_LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
Feb. 7th: The postponement of the meeting of the Preparatory Commi- 


ssion for the Disarmament Conference was officially announced by the 
Secretary-General of the League. The meeting of the Permanent Advisory 
Commission for military, naval and air questions was also postponed. 

In accordance with the decision of the League, agreements have 
been signed at Stockholm by representatives of Sweden, Bulgaria abd 
Greece by which Sweden places at the disposal of the Greek and Bulgarian 
Governments two Swedish officers to act as supervisors on the Greco- 
Bulgarian frontier. 

Feb. i0th; The German Note applying for membership of the League wes 
received at Geneva. An extraordinary meeting of the Assembly is to be 
convoked in March to consider Germany's plicetion. 

Feb- lith: Sir Austen Chamberlain, speaking in the House of Commons, 
deciined to make any definite statement with regard to the suggestions 
that, in view of Germany's application for membership of the League, 
other Pcwers should be given permanent seats on the Council, 
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
Beb- llth: It was announced that M. Briand is to be France's 


permanent delegate to the League Council in succession to the late 

M. Léon Bourgeois. 

Feb. 12th: It was decided that the Council and Assembly should meet 
on March 8th to consider Germany's application for membership. 

Feb. 15th: M. Vandervelde, Minister for Foreign Affairs, is to 
represent Belgium at the coming meeting of the League Council, HM. 
Paul Hymans having resigned his post as first delegate. 

Fsb. 16th: The Permanent Mandetes Commission began its extraordinary 
session at which the French Government's report on Syria and the 


Lebanon will be examined. 














LITTLS ENTENTE. 
~ Feb. 5th: With a view to concerting common measures against :Bolshe- 


vist propoganda, the heads of the detective departments of the 
countries of the Little Entente have arranged to hold a conference 
at Bucharest. 

Feb. lOth: The conference between the Foreign Ministers of Yugo- 
slavia (Dr. Nintchitch) Czechslovakia (Dr. Benesh) and Rumania 

{(M- Duca) opened at Temesvar. (See page 5). 





MOROCCO. 
feds 5th: Captain Gordon Canning left Tangier for Spain. 


Feb. bth: Increased enemy activity is reported in the neighbourhood o:- 
Wezzan and Biban. Abd-el-Krim has summoned a meeting a tribal chie* 
to discuss their future policy. 

Fed. 9th; Abd-el-Krim is said to be planning a campaign against the 
French in the Taza district and is sending a punitive expedition 
against the Jabala tribes, who recently submitted to the Spaniards. 
Feb. 14th: There is every indication of an early renewal of the 
campaign, and a strong Rifi offensive is imminent. The French were 
forced to abandon Biban, a position of considerable strategic impor- 


tance. 








PORTUGAL. 
~ Bebe 7 - Vth: As a ‘sequel to the Lisbon revolt, a committee of 19 


Deputies has been appointed to consider the question of the revision 
of the constitution. 


REPARATIONS. 
~ Fede “8th: A statement of the Agent-General for Reparations shows that 


receipts for January amounted to 90,421,000 marks (£4,521,050). 


SWITZERLAND. 
Fen. “5th: A trenty of conciliation and compulsory arbitration was 





signed at Berne between Ruuania and Switzerland referring all but 


terr torial disputes to a mixed comaisiion of five members. 
Feb. 1%th: M. Hotta, speaking in the National Council, stated that 


tie Salas’ Government had again expressed its regret to the Sovies 
Government for Vorowsky's murder. 
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SYRIA. 

Feb. Sth: After an interview with M. de Jouvenel, the French High 
Commissioner, Ramadan-Pasha esh Shallash pubiished a manifesto calling 
upon his former colleagues to end their conflict with the French. 
Feb. 12th: The more stable conditions prevailing in Syria enabled 

» de Jouvenel to leave for Angora in order to negotiate with the 
Turkish Government on outstanding questions affecting Syria. 
Feb. 15th: The French authorities have taken over the administrative 
machinery in Damascus. The railway between Damascus and Deraa has 
been cut and a train derailed between Damascus and Rayak. 
Feb. 16th; A delegation of Syrians, headed by Emir Aslan arrived in 
Rome with a netition concerning the interests of the inhabitants of 
Syria and the Lebanon. 
Feb. 17th: The Emir Shekib Aslan and Jabiri Bey submitted a petition 
to the Permanent Mandates Commission on behalf of the Syrians whom 
they claim to represent. 


TACNA-ARICA pisrure 
Feb. Sth: Both Chile and Peru appealed to President Coolidge against 


the election law adoped by the Commission in charge of the coming 
plebiscite. 














Feb. 12th; Me. de Jouvenel arrived in Angora and was received by the 

President of the Republic; he had an interview with Tewfik Rushdi 

Bey, Foreign Minister. 

feb. 16th: M. de Jouvenel appears to be making satisfactory progress 
n s negotiations at Angora and has had frequent interviews with 
General Ismet Pasha, Prime Minister, and Tewfik Rushdi Bey. 

Feb. 17th: An agreement was reported to have been reached between kK. 

de Jouvenel and Turkey, greatly to the advantage of the Turks. 


debs Eth & Soviet, courier travel 
° A Soviet courier travelling on the Moscow-Riga express was 
murdered while the train was in Latvian territory. 


Feb. Syn The Soviet and Afghan Governments have agreed to the appoint 
memt of a Commission to settle the ownership of the disputed island 

on the Oxus where fighting recently occurred between Soviet and 
—. detachments « 

9th; A virtual deadlock is reported in the negotiations at Berne 
titel with the object of enabling representatives of the Soviet 
Gevernment to be present on Swiss soil at the meeting of the Prepara’ 
tory Comzission on disarmament. 
Feb. 14th: The Soviet Foreign Commissariat iesued a statement civing 
the terms on which they would consent to attend a meeting of the 
Preparatory Disarmanent Comnission in Switzepland. 
Feb. 15th; As a sequel to the recent evidences of anti-Sovietism in 
t China, the Kuomintang delegation is to leave Moscow for China. 

A complete deadlock was reported in the negotiations which have 
been vroceeding between the Soviet and Swiss Governments. 
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Iv. LEAGUE OF WATIO WS HOTES. 





er and the Le Ce 


Following the actual application by Germany for membership of 
the League of Nations, a special seasion of the Council met on 
February 12th, and arrangements were made to swmoon an extraordinary 
session of the Assembly on March 8th. 

A grave crisis for the League has been brought about by an effort 
te make the entry of Germany on to the League Council with a permanent 
seat the occasion of further increasing the number of permanent seats j 
in order to sccomodate Poland, Spain and Brazil. Fortunately Sweden 
is standing etrongly ageinet such a step and it is hoped that Great 
Britain will support her view. In these circumstancee, it is likely 
that the scheme for increasing the number of permanent members on the 
Council will collapse before it comes to the Assembly. A unanimous 
vote of the Council, endorsed by a majority of the Assembly, is 
necessary to increase the number cf States on the Council. 


League Economic Conference. 


It is expected that the Preparatory Comnission of the League 
Economic Conference wili meet at Geneva on April 15th. Thie will 
be comnosed of thirty-five members drawn from t .enty different 
countries. The British membere will be Sir Llewellyn Smith, Professor 


Layton, Sir Arthur Balfour and Mr. A. Pugh. 
Greco- ar ispute Sequel. 


A treaty between Sweden, Greece and Bulgaria has been signed at 
Stockholm, by which Sweden places at the disposal of the two Balkan 
States two Swedish officers to act as supervisors of tine Greco- 
Bulgarian frontier. Lieut. Colonel Sievert will be attached to the 
Bulgarian frontier guard and Lieut. Colonel Lindh to the Greek troops 
on the other side of the frontier. 

Greece, while expressing her willingness to pay at once half of 
the indemnity of about £50,000:'to Bulgaria, has asked for a fortnight's 
delay for the payment of the remainder. Bulgaria’ has agreed to this 


request. 


(By the courtesy of the League of Nations 
Union) 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 





FEBRUARY 22ND. 


FEBRUARY 24TH. 


FEBRUARY 26TH. 


1ST. 
1sT. 


4TH. 


‘ETH « 
8TH. 


8TH-14TH. 


16TH. 


22ND. 


22ND. 


12TH. 


20TH. 


Interchange of iiunicipal 
Health Officers. 


Commission of Inquiry into 
the Opium Situation in Persia. 


Special Committee to study the 
requirements of marine navi- 
gation in respect of health 
matters. 


Economic Committee. 


Special Commission of Inquiry 
on Road Traffic. 


Mixed Committee on Economic 
Crises. 


38th Session.of the League Council. 


Extraordinary Session of 
the League Assembly. 


International Fair. 


Meeting of the Special 
Committee of Members of the 
European Comnuission of the 
Danube. 


West African Interchange of 
Colonial Medical Officers. 


Advisory Commission for the 
Protection and Welfare of 
Children and Young People. 


Central Commission for Rhine 
Navigation. 


International Conference on 
Road Traffic. 





London. 


Geneva. 


Paris. 


Geneva. 
Paris ( 7) 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Vienna. 


Geneva. 


Dakar. 


Geneva. 


Strasbourg. 


Paris. 


